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Harry Potter is a series of seven fantasy novels written by British author J. K. Rowling. The novels chronicle
the lives of a young wizard, Harry Potter, and his friends, Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger, all of whom
are students at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. The main story arc concerns Harry's conflict
with Lord Voldemort, a dark wizard who intends to become immortal, overthrow the wizard governing body
known as the Ministry of Magic, and subjugate all wizards and Muggles (non-magical people).

The series was originally published in English by Bloomsbury in the United Kingdom and Scholastic Press in
the United States. A series of many genres, including fantasy, drama, coming-of-age fiction, and the British
school story (which includes elements of mystery, thriller, adventure, horror, and romance), the world of
Harry Potter explores numerous themes and includes many cultural meanings and references. Major themes
in the series include prejudice, corruption, madness, love, and death.

Since the release of the first novel, Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, on 26 June 1997, the books
have found immense popularity and commercial success worldwide. They have attracted a wide adult
audience as well as younger readers and are widely considered cornerstones of modern literature, though the
books have received mixed reviews from critics and literary scholars. As of February 2023, the books have
sold more than 600 million copies worldwide, making them the best-selling book series in history, available
in dozens of languages. The last four books all set records as the fastest-selling books in history, with the
final instalment selling roughly 2.7 million copies in the United Kingdom and 8.3 million copies in the
United States within twenty-four hours of its release. It holds the Guinness World Record for "Best-selling
book series for children."

Warner Bros. Pictures adapted the original seven books into an eight-part namesake film series. In 2016, the
total value of the Harry Potter franchise was estimated at $25 billion, making it one of the highest-grossing
media franchises of all time. Harry Potter and the Cursed Child is a play based on a story co-written by
Rowling. A television series based on the books is in production at HBO.

The success of the books and films has allowed the Harry Potter franchise to expand with numerous
derivative works, a travelling exhibition that premiered in Chicago in 2009, a studio tour in London that
opened in 2012, a digital platform on which J. K. Rowling updates the series with new information and
insight, and a trilogy of spin-off films premiering in November 2016 with Fantastic Beasts and Where to
Find Them, among many other developments. Themed attractions, collectively known as The Wizarding
World of Harry Potter, have been built at several Universal Destinations & Experiences amusement parks
around the world.
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Harry Potter is a film series based on the Harry Potter series of novels by J. K. Rowling. The series was
produced and distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures and consists of eight fantasy films, beginning with Harry
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (2001) and culminating with Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part
2 (2011). A spin-off prequel series started with Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (2016), marking



the beginning of the Wizarding World shared media franchise.

A British and American co-production, the series was mainly produced by David Heyman, and stars Daniel
Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, and Emma Watson as the three leading characters: Harry Potter, Ron Weasley, and
Hermione Granger. Four directors worked on the series: Chris Columbus, Alfonso Cuarón, Mike Newell, and
David Yates. Michael Goldenberg wrote the screenplay for Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (2007),
while the remaining films' screenplays were written by Steve Kloves. Production took place over ten years,
with the main story arc following Harry's quest to overcome his arch-enemy Lord Voldemort.

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, the seventh and final novel in the series, was adapted into two feature-
length parts. Part 1 was released in November 2010, and Part 2 was released in July 2011.

Deathly Hallows – Part 2 is among the 50 highest-grossing films of all time—at 20th-highest, grossing over
$1 billion. It is the fourth-highest-grossing film series, with $7.7 billion in worldwide receipts.
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This is a list of characters from the Harry Potter series. Each character appears in at least one Harry
Potter–related book or story by J. K. Rowling. These books and stories include the seven original Harry
Potter novels (1997–2007), Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (2001), Quidditch Through the Ages
(2001), The Tales of Beedle the Bard (2008), Harry Potter and the Cursed Child (2016), Short Stories from
Hogwarts of Power, Politics and Pesky Poltergeists (2016), Short Stories from Hogwarts of Heroism,
Hardship and Dangerous Hobbies (2016), Hogwarts: An Incomplete and Unreliable Guide (2016) and the
Harry Potter prequel (2008).

Harry Potter (character)

Harry James Potter is the titular character of the Harry Potter series of novels by J. K. Rowling. The plot of
the seven-book series chronicles seven

Harry James Potter is the titular character of the Harry Potter series of novels by J. K. Rowling. The plot of
the seven-book series chronicles seven years in the life of the orphan Harry, who, on his eleventh birthday,
learns he is a wizard. He attends Hogwarts, a school of magic, where he receives guidance from the
headmaster Albus Dumbledore and becomes friends with Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger. Harry learns
that during his infancy, the Dark wizard Lord Voldemort murdered his parents but was unable to kill him as
well. The plot of the series revolves around Harry's struggle to adapt to the wizarding world and defeat
Voldemort.

Harry is regarded as a fictional icon and has been described by critics and publications as one of the greatest
characters of all time. He is portrayed by Daniel Radcliffe in all eight Harry Potter films, and Dominic
McLaughlin in the upcoming television series. Harry also appears in the play Harry Potter and the Cursed
Child, which has been produced on stage since 2016.
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Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (also known as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone in the United
States, India and Philippines) is a 2001 fantasy film directed by Chris Columbus and produced by David
Heyman from a screenplay by Steve Kloves. It is based on the 1997 novel Harry Potter and the Philosopher's
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Stone by British author J. K. Rowling. It is the first instalment in the Harry Potter film series. The film stars
Daniel Radcliffe as Harry Potter, with Rupert Grint in his film debut as Ron Weasley, and Emma Watson in
her film debut as Hermione Granger. Its story follows Harry's first year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft
and Wizardry as he discovers that he is a famous wizard and begins his formal wizarding education.

Warner Bros. Pictures bought the film rights to the book in 1999 for a reported £1 million ($1.65 million).
Production began in the United Kingdom in 2000, with Columbus being chosen to helm the film from a short
list of directors that included Steven Spielberg and Rob Reiner. Rowling insisted that the entire cast be
British and Irish, with the three leads chosen in August 2000 following open casting calls. Filming took place
at Leavesden Film Studios and historic buildings around the United Kingdom from September 2000 to March
2001.

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone was released to cinemas in the United Kingdom and Ireland on 10
and 11 November 2001 for two days of previews. The film opened on 16 November in the United States,
Canada, and Taiwan as well as officially in the United Kingdom and Ireland. It became a critical and
commercial success, grossing $974 million at the worldwide box office during its initial run and over $1
billion with subsequent re-releases against a $125 million budget. It became the highest-grossing film of
2001 and the second-highest-grossing film at the time. The film was nominated for many awards, including
Academy Awards for Best Original Score, Best Art Direction and Best Costume Design. It was followed by
seven sequels, beginning with Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets in 2002 and ending with Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2 in 2011.
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Harry Potter is an upcoming fantasy television series developed for HBO. It is based on the book series of the
same name by J. K. Rowling. Produced by HBO Entertainment, Warner Bros. Television, Brontë Film & TV,
and Heyday Films, the series stars Dominic McLaughlin as Harry Potter, with Alastair Stout as Ron Weasley
and Arabella Stanton as Hermione Granger. John Lithgow, Janet McTeer, Paapa Essiedu, and Nick Frost co-
star in supporting roles.

Development on a Harry Potter series was revealed to have begun by January 2021, with a plan for a series
spanning a decade as part of a faithful adaptation of the books. Creatively led by showrunner Francesca
Gardiner and director Mark Mylod, casting for major roles began in November 2024, and confirmation came
by April 2025. A casting call for the main roles of Harry, Ron, and Hermione was issued in September 2024;
after considering 32,000 actors, McLaughlin, Stout, and Stanton were revealed to have been cast in May
2025. Principal photography began that July at Leavesden Studios in Hertfordshire, England.

Originally set for a HBO Max release, the series shifted to an HBO release by June 2024. Harry Potter is
scheduled to premiere on HBO in the United States in early 2027, with an eight-episode first season.
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Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is a fantasy novel written by British author J. K. Rowling. It is the
seventh and final novel in the Harry Potter series. It was released on 21 July 2007 in the United Kingdom by
Bloomsbury Publishing, in the United States by Scholastic, and in Canada by Raincoast Books. The novel
chronicles the events directly following Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince (2005) and the final
confrontation between the wizards Harry Potter and Lord Voldemort.
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Deathly Hallows shattered sales records upon release, surpassing marks set by previous titles of the Harry
Potter series. It holds the Guinness World Record for most novels sold within 24 hours of release, with 8.3
million sold in the US and 2.65 million in the UK. Reception to the book was generally positive, and the
American Library Association named it a "Best Book for Young Adults".

A film adaptation of the novel was released in two parts: Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1 in
November 2010 and Part 2 in July 2011.
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A variety of magical creatures are depicted in the fictional universe of Harry Potter, which is drawn from
various types of media. Magical creatures appear in the Harry Potter novels and their film adaptations, in the
Fantastic Beasts film series, in other books by J. K. Rowling, and on the website of the Wizarding World
media franchise. In 2001, Rowling released Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, which serves as a
guidebook to the creatures described in the fictional universe. Some of these creatures were invented by
Rowling. Others are derived from sources such as Greek mythology, English and Celtic folklore, and the
works of Roman historians.

In the Harry Potter universe, Magizoology is the study of magical creatures. There are magizoologists who
work in the Ministry of Magic, particularly in the department for the Regulation and Control of Magical
Creatures. One notable magizoologist is Newt Scamander, who is the author of the in-universe book
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them. He is the protagonist of the Fantastic Beasts series of films, which
serve as prequels to the Harry Potter series.
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Harry Potter and the Cursed Child is a play written by Jack Thorne from an original story by Thorne, J. K.
Rowling, and John Tiffany. The plot occurs nineteen years after the events of Rowling's novel Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows. It follows Albus Severus Potter, the second son of Harry Potter, who is now Head
of the Department of Magical Law Enforcement at the Ministry of Magic. When Albus arrives at Hogwarts,
he gets sorted into Slytherin, and fails to live up to his father's legacy, making him resentful of his father.
Rowling has referred to the play as "the eighth Harry Potter story".

From its premiere, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child has received mostly positive reviews from critics for its
performances, story, illusions, and stage wizardry, though reception from the Harry Potter fandom was more
polarized. The original West End production premiered at the Palace Theatre on 7 June 2016. It received a
record-breaking eleven nominations and won another record-breaking nine awards, including Best New Play,
at the 2017 Laurence Olivier Awards. A Broadway production opened at the Lyric Theatre on 22 April 2018.
That production received ten nominations and won six awards, including Best Play at the 2018 Tony Awards.
An Australian production opened at the Princess Theatre in Melbourne, on 23 February 2019. A second
American production opened in San Francisco at the Curran Theatre on 1 December 2019. The first non-
English production opened at the Mehr! Theater in Hamburg, Germany, on 5 December 2021. A Canadian
production opened at the Ed Mirvish Theatre in Toronto, on 19 June 2022. A Japanese production opened at
the TBS Akasaka ACT Theater on 8 July 2022. A North American Tour began in September 2024 in
Chicago's James M. Nederlander Theatre. The Tour will also include shows in Los Angeles and Washington,
D.C.. Across all its productions worldwide, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child has sold over 6 million tickets.
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The play was originally produced as a two-part play, that could be viewed on the same day (i.e. in the
afternoon and in the evening) or over two evenings. In June 2021, the play was re-staged as a single 3½-hour
show for future performances on Broadway in November 2021. In 2022, the San Francisco, Melbourne,
Toronto, and Tokyo productions also adopted the one-part play, with Hamburg following in 2023. The West
End production is the only location that continues to stage the original two-part play.
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In the fictional universe of Harry Potter, magic is depicted as a supernatural force that overrides the laws of
nature. In humans, magical ability is inborn and is usually inherited. Most children of magical parents are
magical themselves. These are called Half-Bloods/Purebloods and are common. Some children of "Muggle"
(non-magical) parents also display magical abilities. These are called Muggleborns and these are uncommon

. Children who are born to wizard parents but cannot perform magic are called Squibs although these are very
rare. Known Squibs in Harry Potter are Mrs Figg and Argus Filch

J. K. Rowling, the creator of Harry Potter, based many magical elements in her fictional universe on real-
world mythology and folklore. She has described this derivation as "a way of giving texture to the world".
The magic of Harry Potter was the subject of a 2017 British Library exhibition and an accompanying
documentary. The exhibition, entitled Harry Potter: A History of Magic, was the first at the British Library to
be based on a single series by a living author.
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